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It Wou[cl L)e Cl{l[][{CUl[t to imagine not

{nc[uc{{ng &pp[es/ me[ons/ nuts, cogee,

Lmrr{es/ &vocacn[os, sun”owers, or choco[&te

in our diets but in order to enjoy these and other fruits

ancl veget&Ues, po”inators must [)@ at worI< in our garclens

and lields. Pollinators are those tiny, L)USy creatures that

help plants reprocluce. /A\S they trave[ I(rom uoom to uoom

in SQ&I‘CLl of nectar, tkey transfer the essential
po”en/ {ertilizing each plant/ ancl enaumg the
p[ants to procluce their l(l‘l/litS ancl ”owers.

In &cuition to the most
preva[ent po“inators/ the bees/
others inc[uo[e L)ats, [Jutterﬂies/

moths, hummingbirds/

ﬂies, an(l lbeet[es.

Currently/ 70 percent of the world's leac[ing

crops [)Qﬂel({t I[rom animal po“ination.
/A\lthoug[n po“ination can L)e accomplished
L)y wind or sevltpouinat{on, [Dy far the most robust

][I‘U{tS, vegetaUes, and nuts are po”in&ted L)y l)ees/
t[w sma” ‘traveling {arm wor[@rs.’ From almonc[s
to zucclﬁn{/ there are l)etween 215 mi”ion anc[
3 million hives at wor[</ courtesy of the US
po”ination inc[ustry. And what an in&ustry
it is.l ln the United States alone, commerc{&l
product{on ol more than 100 crops c[epencls on
honeybees. But a recent tragec[y {mpactecl the
L)ees, the in&ustry, anc[ Crops as we”.

[n the US. lor example, in the lall of 2@06,
a mysterious threat to bees was first noticed. For
no apparent reason [)@@5 have [Jeen a[)anc{on{ng

their [ﬁves/ [eaving the queen and the young.
T}‘lis is called co[ony co”apse disorder (CCD).
Farmers/ scientists,
anc{ environmentalists
met this past year to ﬁromote
puu{c awareness |(or what some

, .|
say 1S a potential keat[l
(

CI1S1s 1(01* the pwanet.

Scientists are not sure what has caused CCD
one suspect is an {ncreased use 01[ pesticides.
Another possi[){[{ty is that the bees have become
infected [)y a variety of i“s—[)acteria, (ungi,
viruses, parasites.

In recent years a nationa[ conservation
group has presentec{ an annua[ Farmer—Rancher
Po”inator Conservation /A\W&FC{ to a {am{[y or
inc:[iviolua[ WL[O has contri[)utecl to the protection
01( Wor[dng ancl wi[cl [ands. /A\ recent winner
(:Ieveloped (arming practices tl‘l&t require sma”er
amounts of pesticio[es and apply them on[y
alfter sunset so that the (oraging bees woulc[ [)@
sax(ely home and not exposed to the chemicals.
In aciolition to protecting t[w [)QZS/ t[\is (armer
made a Eutterﬂy garc[en and p[antec[ a wild-

Hower meadow on his property.

In our e”orts to
promote a more sustaina[)[e
planet &ncl to protect our
ecosystems, t[lere are some

ways we can he[p

tlm po”inators.
While there is continued stuo[y and

examination o{ the causes ox[ po”inator clec[ine,
it is essential to improve anc{ protect tlle
ha[)itats 01[ po”inating an{mals. W@ must mal«:
sure that there are areas [m(t Wilc{ on the ec{ges
Olf cultivatecl [anc{ SO that po”inators can
maLe their komes. W@ must rec{uce the use
oxf powem[u[ chemical insect{cic{es. It Wi” ta]«:
attention, planning/ ancl proper care to ensure
that we can continue to clepencl upon our

natural po”inators to provicle a vast array of

agriculture for the world to enjoy. M
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